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Minutes of Executive Committee Meeting of COST 871

Location: Oulu, Finland

Date: 20th February 2008 

Members








     Present
Dr. Bart PANIS – Belgium (Action Chair, meeting Chair)



√

Professor Paul LYNCH – UK (Action Vice Chair, meeting secretary)

√

Dr. Florent ENGELMANN – France
(WG 2 coordinator)



√

Dr. Joachim KELLER – Germany (WG 1 coordinator)



√

Professor Pawel PUKACKI – Poland
 (WG 1 coordinator)



√

Dr. M. Angeles REVILLA BAHILLO  – Spain (WG 2 coordinator)

√

Ms Marjatta UOSUKAINEN – Finland (Scandinavian countries representative)
√

Dr. Lambardi MAURIZIO – Italy (Observer – WG2 meeting host)


√

Agenda

1. Apologies

2. Minutes of MC Meeting – 15th September 2007, Derby, UK

3. Matters arising

4. COST 871 – membership update

5. WG1/2 meeting Oulu, Finland – February 2008

6. Evaluation of past STSMs

7. Screening of STSM call 2

8. Plans for future meetings/training schools

9. COST 871 web site 
10. COST 871 – brochure 
11. COST 871 – Future Strategy
12. Grant system/budget
13. Any Other Business
14. Date of next meeting
1. Apologies

· None

2. Minutes of MC Meeting – 15th September 2007, Derby, UK

· Accepted

3. Matters arising

New COST members

· Institute in Khirkow (Ukraine) concerned with cold tolerance and cryopreservation wishes to join COST 871.  Bart Panis to respond to their request made – appears to be an interesting candidate. Documents are sent to the candidates. At the MC meeting in Copenhagen (Sept 2008), the decision will be made 











       



 ACTION BART PANIS 
Budget planning

· Angeles Revilla Bahillo contacted local government collage who could provide support for COST 871 when finance system moves from current ‘pay as you go’ system.  This will require a colleague of Angeles Revilla Bahillo to attend a workshop in Brussels. 

· Budget – still some of 2000 € for web development from last years budget Bart Panis will determine if a similar payment needs to be requested from COST office. Request and payment by the office is meanwhile done (22/4)
ACTION BART PANIS

Brochure 

· Still needs putting together 

ACTION BART PANIS and PAUL LYNCH

Progress Report

· Information about WG meeting required by Bart by beginning March. Progress Report is meanwhile sent to the COST office (on 14/3)




         ACTION ORGANISERS OF WG MEETINGS

Non-COST participations

a. The COST Office has officially agreed to the participation of the Vavilov Institute (St.Petersburg, Russia). Tatjana Gavrilenko attending WG meetings in Oulu.

b. A request from colleagues at the New Zealand Institute for Crop and Food Research to join COST 871 is being processed by Bart Panis.









ACTION BART PANIS

c. Suggested that colleagues from Vegetable and Ornamental Plant Institute in Pretoria, South Africa may be interested in joining COST 871, Joachim Keller to contact 

ACTION JOCHIM KELLER

COST 871 Web site (http://www.agr.kuleuven.ac.be/dtp/tro/cost871/Home.htm)
· Updating needed 




ACTION BART PANIS
· Images still needed for the web site


              ACTION ALL
Future strategy linked to the objectives of the Action
a. Database of plant cryopreservation activity in Europe

Paul Lynch not able to progress to date

b. Link COST 871 to Bioversity groups focused on the conservation of specific European crop groups.  

· Allium Working Group (ECPGR) positive contact made – present offer at next meeting 



ACTION JOCHIM KELLER
· Cryo Thematic Network – unclear view about developing link – Joachim Keller to repeat offer 


ACTION JOCHIM KELLER
· Genetic Resources Working Party of the International Institute of Refrigeration potential collaboration with COST 871, Committee not sure about applicability – feedback awaited from Eva Cellarova 

4. COST 871 – membership update

· Romania - still listed as ‘intension to sign’ which meant Rumanian colleagues not able to participate in Oulu. 

· Turkey – unfortunately national authorities have decided not to allow membership.

· (Meanwhile (on 13/03), there is a request from Slovenia)  

· Other countries could still join if they wish.

5. WG1/2 meeting Oulu – February 2008

· Hely Häggman and Marjatta Uosukainen jointly organised meeting

· MTT to publish abstracts and possibly hard and web versions of papers – cost 600 – 700 €






       ACTION MARJATTA UOSUKAINEN

6. Evaluation of past STSMs (Call 1)

· Very positive reports all acceptable. Some STSM generated very interested reports and very good collaborations were undertaken.

7. Screening of STSMs Call 2
· 9 valid applications were received

1. STSM Applicant: Dr Emiliano Condello Fruit Tree Research Institute of Rome, Italy

STSM Topic: Improvement of the Cryopreservation of Apple Through the Vitrification Method
Host: Bart Panis, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (K.U.Leuven), Leuven (BE),

Cost: 2470€

2. STSM Applicant: Ms Jana Zamecnikova, Czech University of Life Sciences Prague,

STSM Topic: Influence of Different Pre-treatment on Survival of Wild Potatoes after Cryopreservation

Host: Bart Panis, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (K.U.Leuven), Leuven (BE),

Cost: 2500€

3. STSM Applicant: Dr Djurdjina Ruzic, Fruit Research Institute,32000 Cacak (RS)

STSM Topic: The potential of preservation of the autochthonous plum clone (P. domestica L.) by encapsulation

Host: Carmine Damiano, Istituto Sperimentale per la Frutticoltura, Roma (IT)

Cost: 2 250 €

4. STSM Applicant: Ms Kalina Danova, Sofia University `St. Kliment Ohridski`, Sofia (BG)

STSM Topic: Evaluation of the genetic stability of Hypericum rumeliacum regenerated plants after cryopreservation

Host: Eva Čellárová, Institute of Biology and Ecology, Faculty of Science, P. J. Šafárik University, Košice, (SK)

Cost: 2 100 €

5. STSM Applicant: Ms Laura Fernandes, University of Algarve,8005-139 Faro (PT)

STSM Topic: Learning about cryopreservation techniques and its applications to seeds and shoot apices

Host: M. Elena González-Benito, Universidad Politécnica de Madrid,28040 Madrid (ES),

Cost: 2 500 €

6. STSM Applicant: Aida Heras Rodríguez Sta. Eulalia de Mérida, nº11, 6ºB, 33006 Oviedo, Spain.
STSM Topic: Cryopreservation of apple and olive germplasm using the dormant bud method 

Host: Dr. Torben B. Toldam-Andersen, Department of Agricultural Sciences, Section of Crop Science, Faculty of Life Sciences, University of Copenhagen 

Cost: 2 000 €

7. STSM Applicant: Dr Jana Krajnakova, University of Udine, Udine, 33100 (IT)

STSM Topic: Determination the bioenergetical markers during cryopreservation of coniferous embryogenic cultures

Host: Hely Haggman, University of Oulu,FIN-90014 Oulu (FI),

Cost: 2 500 €

8. STSM Applicant: Dr Jan Salaj, Institute of Plant Genetics and Biotechnology, Slovak Academy ofSciences,950 07 Nitra 1(SK)

STSM Topic: The study of cytoskeleton behaviour in cryopreserved somatic embryos of conifers

Host: Pavla Binarova, Laboratory of Plant Cytoskeleton and Cell Cycle, Inst. Exp. Bot., Acad. Sci. Czech Rep.,CZ-772 00 Olomouc (CZ),

Cost: 2 500 €

9. STSM Applicant: Dr Sladjana Jevremovic, Institute for Biological Research `Sinisa Stankovic`,Belgrade (RS)

STSM Topic: Development of effective procedures for the cryopreservation of iris germplasm (Iris spp.)

Host: Maurizio Lambardi, CNR, National Research Council of Italy, IVALSA, Firence (IT),

Cost: 2 500 €

Assessment criteria were already defined at the MC meeting September 07 

a. Applicants – preferably early career

b. Application for a focused meeting/training (for example not for “training on cryopreservation” in general!)

c. Clear future needs and applicability

d. Value for the Action

e. WG (need to maintain a balance between 2 WGs)

f. Gender

g. Applicant from countries who would otherwise have limited opportunities to travel  (for example from former Eastern Block countries)

h. Value for money

· The Committee discussed the applications at length particularly in terms of the criteria detailed above. The outcome of the discussion was
1. STSM Applicant: Dr Emiliano Condello - Application not successful
2. STSM Applicant: Ms Jana Zamecnikova - Application not successful
3. STSM Applicant: Dr Djurdjina Ruzic - Application not successful
4. STSM Applicant: Ms Kalina Danova, - Application not successful
5. STSM Applicant: Ms Laura Fernandes - Application successful

6. STSM Applicant: Aida Heras Rodríguez - Application successful

7. STSM Applicant: Dr Jana Krajnakova - Application successful

8. STSM Applicant: Dr Jan Salaj,  - Application not successful
9. STSM Applicant: Dr Sladjana Jevremovic - Application successful
· In future it was decided that committee members that are involved in the application one way or another (who are either from the applicants institute or from the host institute) will not speak in support of such applications.
· To help focus information required in applications an application guide is required 






ACTION PAUL LYNCH and BART PANIS

· Next Call for STSMs

a. Fist call End April 08

b. Reminder call June 08

c. Deadline for submission end of August 08 – to allow evaluation at next MC meeting

d. Florent Engelmann to support Bart Panis with administrative activities related to STSMs 
   

      ACTION BART PANIS / FLORENT ENGELMANN
8. Plans for future meetings/training schools

DSC workshop in Prague, September 2008
· It was very successful, very positive evaluation were made by the delegates

· Milos Faltus agreed to organise a second course if there is sufficient interest from potential candidates (need a minimum of 7-8 delegates)
· Bart Panis to contact MC to determine interest (meanwhile done, first announcement will come soon)
ACTION BART PANIS

Next MC meeting 
· Will be organised in association with SLTB meeting in Copenhagen 11 - 12 September 2008. 

· The MC meeting will take place on 10 September 2008

ISHS / WG1 meeting 2009
· First International Symposium on Plant Cryopreservation and will be held in Leuven from 5 to 8 April 2009 – link with WG2 meeting, website will be soon available








ACTION BART PANIS
WG1 meeting 2009
· possibly second week of September 2009 in Poland, Pawel Pukacki to determine practicality 


ACTION PAWEL PUKACKI
WG2 meeting 2010
· possibly May 2010 in Wernigerode (Germany) to be organised by Joachim Keller  




ACTION JOCHIM KELLER
WG1 meeting 2010

· possibly Sept/Oct 2010 in Montpellier organised by Florent Engelmann 




            ACTION FLORENT ENGELMANN
9. COST 871 web site

· Bart Panis to update web site during March 2008

ACTION BART PANIS
· Bart Panis requested images of members of the MC and plant cryo images for the site 
          ACTION ALL MC MEMBERS
10 COST 871 - Brochure

· Still needs to be prepared 

ACTION BART PANIS and PAUL LYNCH

11. COST 871 – Future Strategy

· Towards the establishment of a database of plant cryopreservation activities in Europe, Florent Engelmann and Joachim Keller volunteered to compile a ‘questionnaire’ that will be distributed to the Management Committee for their comment and to provide information for database.



ACTION: FLORENT ENGELMANN and JOCHIM KELLER

12. Grant system/budget

· ‘Pay as you go’ system still operational, but will be replaced by grant system – see Matters Arising 

· Derby MC meeting less expensive than had been expected, saving will support Finish meeting which has been more expensive than originally expected. Still sufficient money for the second STSM call remains. 
· Next budget in July 

13. AOB

· Nordic Genebank interested in being linked to COST 8712, Marjatta Uosukainen to investigate and report to next MC meeting

      ACTION  MARJATTA UOSUKAINEN
14. Date of Next meeting

· 10 September 2008 in Copenhagen
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